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Law No. 124/2024 “On Protection of Personal Data”

 

On December 19, 2024 the Albanian Parliament 

adopted law no. 124/2024 “On protection of 

personal data” (the New Law), repealing previous 

law no. 9887 dated 10.03.2008 “On protection of 

personal data”, as amended. 

The New Law will enter into force on February 1st 

2025. 

The New Law is fully aligned with: 

• Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council 

of 27 April 2016 on the protection of 

natural persons with regard to the 

processing of personal data and on the 

free movement of such data, and 

repealing Directive 95/46/EC. 

• Directive (EU) 2016/680 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 

2016 on the protection of natural persons 

with regard to the processing of personal 

data by competent authorities for the 

purposes of the prevention, 

investigation, detection or prosecution of 

criminal offences or the execution of 

criminal penalties, and on the free 

movement of such data, and repealing 

Council Framework Decision 

2008/977/JHA. 

The New Law aims to improve the regulatory 

framework for safeguarding individuals in relation 

to the processing of their personal data, as well as 

to ensure compliance with the highest European 

standards for data protection, addressing the 

challenges posed by the exponential growth of 

data processing in the digital era. 

 

 

Certain provisions of the New Law will enter into 

force 2 (two) years after its publication with the 

Official Gazette. These provisions newly 

introduced relate to (i) mandatory Data 

Protection Impact Assessment and prior 

consultation with the Commissioner for the Right 

of Information and the Protection of Personal 

Data (the Authority), (ii) the notification of data 

breaches to data subjects, (iii) codes of conduct 

and the accredited bodies to monitor their 

compliance. 

The rapid advancement of technology and 

globalization has necessitated the following 

legislative amendments: 

Enhanced Individual Rights 

- Right to access. Individuals can now seek 

confirmation from data controllers 

regarding the processing of their 

personal data, including its purpose, 

categories of processed data, and 

recipients.  

- Right not to be subject to automated 

decision-making. The New Law 

strengthens protections against decisions 

based solely on automated processing, 

including profiling. Such processing is 

permitted only if necessary for 

contractual purposes, explicitly 

consented to, or mandated by law. 

- Right to be forgotten. The New Law 

introduces ‘the right to be forgotten’, 

which acts as a safeguard in the online 

environment, requiring search engines to 

delete, upon request, personal 

information that is no longer necessary 



 
 

 

 

 

and could negatively impact the 

individual’s reputation. 

New Obligations for Commercial Entities 

Commercial Entities including controllers and 

processors face new obligations aimed at 

ensuring more effective security of information 

during data processing. The New Law introduces 

the concepts of data protection by design and 

protection by default, as well as encourages 

controllers and processors to use these 

technologies. 

Expanded Role of the Commissioner  

The responsibilities and competences of the 

Commissioner for the Right to Information and 

Protection of Personal Data (the Commissioner) 

are significantly expanded. Under the New Law, 

the Commissioner has enhanced monitoring and 

enforcement competences, elevated supervisory 

and advisory roles as well as new investigative and 

corrective competences.  

Also, the Commissioner has the independence to 

determine the structure and organization of the 

institution following consultations with the 

finance ministry on the possible financial 

implications and the Department of Public 

Administration. 

Right to File Complaints 

The data subject is now entitled to be represented 

by an entity, organization, or non-profit 

association in filing complaints with the 

Commissioner. 

Furthermore, the New Law introduces the 

complainant’s possibility to request a preliminary 

restriction order from the Commissioner against 

the controller or processor during the complaint 

process due to the serious and irreparable risk 

posed to the complainant's rights. 

The legislation also establishes the right of 

individuals to appeal the Commissioner's 

decisions before the competent administrative 

court. This right extends to instances where the 

Commissioner fails to address a complaint within 

the stipulated procedural timeframe or does not 

provide updates on the status of the complaint's 

review. 

In addition, the New Law reinforces the data 

subject's right to compensation, by imposing 

liability on controllers and processors in 

accordance with the Civil Code. It also grants the 

Commissioner the authority to dismiss complaints 

that are clearly unfounded or excessively 

repetitive. 

Regulations on Law Enforcement 

For the first time, specific rules are introduced for 

the processing of personal data by law 

enforcement authorities in criminal matters, 

treated as lex specialis in this area. 

Increased Administrative Penalties 

The New Law introduces revised sanctions with 

substantially increased fines. Penalties may 

extend up to ALL 2 billion or, for undertakings, up 

to 4% of their total global turnover from the 

preceding fiscal year, whichever amount is 

greater. The exact penalty is determined based on 

the nature, gravity, and severity of the violation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

BOGA & ASSOCIATES  
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 2024-2025 

Chambers Global 2024: Ranked Band 1 in Corporate/Commercial 

Chambers Europe 2024: Ranked Band 1 in 3 practice areas 

The Legal 500 2024: Ranked Tier 1  

ITR World Tax 2025 – Ranked Tier 1 

IFLR1000 2024: Ranked Tier 1 in Financial and Corporate  

WTR1000 2024: Top Ranked in Trademarks 

Follow us: 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/boga-&-associates       Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BogaAssociates  

If you wish to know more on issues highlighted in this edition, you may approach your usual contact at our firm or the 

following:    

info@bogalaw.com  
 
Tirana Office 
Green Park Buildings 
Ibrahim Rugova Str. 40/3 
1019 Tirana, Albania 
PO Box 8264, Tirana 
Tel: +355 4 2251 050 
       
Pristina Office 
Dukagjini Center 
Xhevdet Doda Str. 21 
Entry B/4, Suites B1, B2 
10000 Pristina, Kosovo 
Tel: +383 38 725025 
 

Email: boga@bogalaw.com  
Web: www.bogalaw.com    
 

 

 

  

The Newsletter is an electronic publication edited and provided by Boga & Associates to its clients and business partners. The 

information within this publication is of a general nature and is not intended to address the specific circumstances of any 

individual or entity. The Newsletter is not intended to be and should not be construed as providing legal and tax advice. 

Therefore, no one should act on such information without appropriate professional advice after a thorough examination of 

the particular situation. Although we endeavor to provide accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that 

such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will continue to be accurate in the future. You can also 

access the Newsletter in the “Library” section on our website. 

© 2025 Boga & Associates. All rights reserved.  

This publication is copyrighted and is protected to the full extent of the law. Nevertheless, you are free to copy and redist ribute 

it on the condition that full attribution is given to Boga & Associates. If you have not received this publication directly from 

us, you may obtain a copy of any past or future related publications from our marketing department 

(marketing@bogalaw.com) or consult them on our website (www.bogalaw.com). To unsubscribe from future editions of the 

Newsletter, please reply to our accompanying email with 'Unsubscribe'. 

 

 

Boga & Associates, established in 1993, has emerged as one of the premier law firms in Albania and Kosovo, earning a 

reputation for providing the highest quality of legal, tax and accounting services to its clients.  From the year 1999 until May 

2007, the firm was a member firm of KPMG International and the Senior Partner/Managing Partner, Mr. Genc Boga, was also 

the Senior Partner/Managing Partner of KPMG Albania. 

The firm’s particularity is linked to the multidisciplinary services it provides to its clients, through an uncompromising 

commitment to excellence.  Apart from the widely consolidated legal practice, the firm offers the highest standards of 

expertise in tax and accounting services, with keen sensitivity to the rapid changes in the Albanian and Kosovo busine ss 

environment. The firm delivers services to leading clients in major industries, banks and financial institutions, as well as to 

companies engaged in insurance, construction, energy and utilities, entertainment and media, mining, oil and gas, 

professional services, real estate, technology, telecommunications, tourism, transport, infrastructure and consumer goods.  

Boga & Associates 
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